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Making Medicare Affordable  
Finding, screening and enrolling low-income Medicare 

beneficiaries in programs to help pay the costs of 

prescriptions and Medicare 
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Todayõs Topics 

ÁMedicare turns 50! 

ÁMIPPA Legislation & Success 

ÁLIS & MSP 

Á I&R Network Survey Results 

ÁPromising Practices 

ÁTools & Resources 
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Medicare and Medicaid turn 50 in 2015!!!! 

Source: Kaiser Family Foundation A Story of Medicare: A timeline 

http://kff.org/medicare/video/the-story-of-medicare-a-timeline/
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The Story of Medicare: A Timeline  

Access the video here: 

http://kff.org/medicare/video/the -story-

of-medicare-a-timeline/   
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Population in 2014 

Source: Pew Research Center Comparing Millennials to Other Generations 

http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2015/03/19/comparing-millennials-to-other-generations/#!11
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   One third of those turning 65 live in five states 
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Source: Kaiser Family Foundation A Primer on Medicare 

Medicare Beneficiary Household Income 

http://files.kff.org/attachment/report-a-primer-on-medicare-key-facts-about-the-medicare-program-and-the-people-it-covers
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Value of Core Benefits 
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Medicare Improvements for Patients and 

Providers Act (MIPPA) Successes & 

Legislation 
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Background on MIPPA 

ÁMedicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act 

(MIPPA) enacted by Congress in 2008  

ÁFunding for State Health Insurance Assistance Programs 

(SHIPs), Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs), and Aging and 

Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs) to:  

Å Help low-income Medicare beneficiaries enroll in the  

Part D Low Income  Subsidy (LIS/Extra Help) and Medicare 

Savings Programs (MSP)  

Å Assist rural residents to enroll in Part D  

Å Create a technical assistance center (awarded to NCOA) 

Á1st round of funding disbursed in 2009 (òMIPPA 1ó); 

Delaware, North Dakota, and Wyoming did not participate 
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NCOA Economic Security- Center for Benefits 

Access 

ÁHelps community-based  

organizations find and enroll  

seniors and younger adults  

with disabilities with limited means  

into benefits programs for which they are eligible 

 

ÁCenterforBenefits.org  

http://www.centerforbenefits.org/
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Center for Benefits Access 

Key activities: 

ÁProvide training and technical assistance (e.g., monthly 

webinars,  conferences, and individualized support) and 

data collection and analysis. 

ÁDevelop timely publications, including online bi-monthly 

newsletter (Benefits Alert), issue briefs, case studies, 

promising practices, etc. 

ÁAs of 2009, serve as national resource center for MIPPA 

grantees and establish and support Benefits Enrollment 

Centers (BEC). 
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MIPPA 2 

ÁPassage of the Affordable Care Act in 2010 provided 

additional funding to support MIPPA activities  

(òMIPPA 2ó) through mid-2012 

ÅSHIPs, AAAs, and ADRCs also asked to promote new free 

preventive services under Medicare, including the Annual 

Wellness Visit  

ÅFlorida, Mississippi, and North Dakota did not participate 
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MIPPA 3 

ÁPassed in January 2013, the American Taxpayer Relief Act 

reauthorized funding for MIPPA activities for an additional 

year: 

ÅStates received funds to continue their outreach and 

enrollment activities beginning Sept. 30, 2013.  

ÅFlorida, Hawaii, and North Dakota (and several territories) did 

not apply 

ÅNCOAõs Center for Benefits Access was also awarded a grant to 

continue to serve as the MIPPA resource center.  

ÁStates experienced a one-year gap between the end of 

MIPPA 2 funding and the release of MIPPA 3 funds 

(beginning late Sept. 2013) 
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MIPPA 4 

ÁAdditional MIPPA 3 monies appropriated in budget passed by 

Congress and signed in Jan. 2014, but amended by SGR 

(òdoc fixó) law on April 1, 2014 

ÁProtecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 

 

 

 
 

 

ÁFunding likely renewable up to 3 years 
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MIPPA 5 

ÁMedicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015  (MACRA) 

ÁQI is permanent! Folks between 120-135% FPL and less than 

$7,280 in assets get help with Part B premiums. 

ÁIncreased Outreach and Enrollment Funds 

 

 

 

 

ÁEffective 2018, new level for Part B & D premium adjustments if 

income is ò>$107,000 Ò $133,500ó and ò>$133,500 Ò 

$160,000ó 

ÁEffective 2020, Medigap new policies wonõt offer òfirst-dollaró 

coverage and insured will owe Part B deductible  

 
 

AAA ADRC SHIP NCBOE 

FY 2015 (Oct. 2015 to Sept 2016) $7.5m $5m $7.5m $5m 

FY 2016 (Oct. 2016 to Sept 2017) $7.5m $5m $13m $12m 

FY 2017 (Oct. 2017 to Sept 2018) $7.5m $5m $13m $12m 
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MIPPA Video & At a Glance 

ÅMSP/LIS updated charts and tip sheets online 

ÅMSP/LIS Video Link https:// vimeo.com/117483374  

ÅMIPPA At a Glance 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/117483374
https://vimeo.com/117483374
https://vimeo.com/117483374


18 

 
 

Improving the lives of 10 million older adults by 2020 © 2015 National Council on Aging 

 

LIS & MSP: Two Key Programs 
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National MIPPA Successes To Date 

 

 

 APPLICATION 

TYPE 

2009  

(Jun-Dec) 

2010  

(Jan-Dec) 

2011  

(Jan-Dec) 

2012  

(Jan-Sept) 

 2013 -14 

(Oct-Mar) 

Total 

  

TOTAL VALUE OF 

BENEFITS  

LIS 

applications 
46,328 116,816  123,594  73,764 46,167 409,669  $1,622,075,200  

MSP 

applications 
31,594 87,589 112,005  99,232 49,437 379,857  $573,764,214  

TOTAL 77,922 204,405  235,599  172,996  95,604 1,199,195  $2,195,839,414  

 

Benefits applications submitted by MIPPA grantees and their value 
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ÁAdministered by Social Security 

Administration and Medicare 

ÁHelps pay Medicare Part D (drug 

plan) costs for people with limited 

income/resources (income below 

150% FPL) 

Å No/sliding scale premium 

Å No/low deductible 

Å No more than $6.60/drug or a 

sliding scale percentage 

ÁEliminates the coverage gap 

(òdonut holeó) 

Part D Low-Income Subsidy (LIS)/Extra Help 
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LIS/Extra Help Eligibility Chart 

Source: NCOA LIS/Extra Help Eligibility Chart 

http://www.ncoa.org/assets/files/pdf/center-for-benefits/part-d-lis-eligibility-and-benefits-chart.pdf
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ÁFinanced by Medicaid 

ÁHelp pay Medicare premiums and cost-

sharing for those with low 

income/resources 

ÁIncludes the following programs: 

ÅQualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) 

ÅSpecified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary 

(SLMB)  

ÅQualifying Individual (QI)  

ÅQualified Disabled and Working Individual 

(QDWI) 

Medicare Savings Programs (MSPs) 
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MSP Eligibility Chart 

Source: NCOA MSP Eligibility Chart 

http://www.ncoa.org/assets/files/pdf/center-for-benefits/medicare-savings-programs-coverage-and-eligibility.pdf
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Challenges and Opportunities 


