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OLDER AMERICANS ACT CITATIONS  
RELATED TO HEALTH CARE SYSTEM COORDINATION 

 
 
The following citations from the Older Americans Act are supportive of, and outline 
opportunities for coordination efforts between State/area agencies on aging and 
State/local health care systems. 
 
OAA Sec. 306, AREA PLANS 

(a)(5) provide assurances that the area agency on aging will coordinate planning, 
identification, assessment of needs, and provision of services for older individuals with 
disabilities, with particular attention to individuals with severe disabilities and individuals 
at risk for institutional placement, with agencies that develop or provide services for 
individuals with disabilities; 
(a)(6)    
… 
(B) serve as the advocate and focal point for older individuals within the community by 
(in cooperation with agencies, organizations, and individuals participating in activities 
under the plan) monitoring, evaluating, and commenting upon all policies, programs, 
hearings, levies, and community actions which will affect older individuals; 
… 
(D) establish an advisory council consisting of older individuals (including minority 
individuals and older individuals residing in rural areas) who are participants or who are 
eligible to participate in programs assisted under this Act, family caregivers of such 
individuals, representatives of older individuals, service providers, representatives of the 
business community, local elected officials, providers of veterans’ health care (if 
appropriate), and the general public, to advise continuously the area agency on aging 
on all matters relating to the development of the area plan, the administration of the plan 
and operations conducted under the plan; 
… 
(E) establish effective and efficient procedures for coordination of-- 
  (i) entities conducting programs that receive assistance under this Act within the 
planning and service area served by the agency; and  
  (ii) entities conducting other Federal programs for older individuals at the local level, 
with particular emphasis on entities conducting programs described in section 203(b), 
within the area; 
(7) provide that the area agency on aging shall, consistent with this section, facilitate the 
area- wide development and implementation of a comprehensive, coordinated system 
for providing long- term care in home and community-based settings, in a manner 
responsive to the needs and preferences of older individuals and their family caregivers, 
by— 
(A) collaborating, coordinating activities, and consulting with other local public and 
private agencies and organizations responsible for administering programs, benefits, 
and services related to providing long-term care; 
(B) conducting analyses and making recommendations with respect to strategies for 
modifying the local system of long-term care to better— 
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(i) respond to the needs and preferences of older individuals and family caregivers; 
(ii) facilitate the provision, by service providers, of long-term care in home and 
community-based settings; and 
(iii) target services to older individuals at risk for institutional placement, to permit such 
individuals to remain in home and community-based settings; 
(C) implementing, through the agency or service providers, evidence-based programs to 
assist older individuals and their family caregivers in learning about and making 
behavioral changes intended to reduce the risk of injury, disease, and disability among 
older individuals; and 
(D) providing for the availability and distribution (through public education campaigns, 
Aging and Disability Resource Centers, the area agency on aging itself, and other 
appropriate means) of information relating to— 
 (i) the need to plan in advance for long-term care; and 
 (ii) the full range of available public and private long-term care (including integrated 
long-term care) programs, options, service providers, and resources; 
… 
(12) provide that the area agency on aging will establish procedures for coordination of 
services with entities conducting other Federal or federally assisted programs for older 
individuals at the local level, with particular emphasis on entities conducting programs 
described in section 203(b) within the planning and service area. 
 
 
OAA Sec. 203, POLICY COMMITTEE; RELATED COMMITTEES 

(b) For the purposes of subsection (a), programs related to the objectives of this Act 
shall include— 
… 
(10) the Public Health Service Act, including block grants under title XIX of such Act, 
… 
(13) the Community Services Block Grant Act, 
… 
(16) the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
(17) the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000, 
… 
(19) sections 4 and 5 of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 3003, 3004). 
 
 
OAA Sec.. 307, STATE  PLANS 

(a)(1) The plan shall— 
(A) require each area agency on aging designated under section 305(a)(2)(A) to 
develop and submit to the State agency for approval, in accordance with a uniform 
format developed by the State agency, an area plan meeting the requirements of 
section 306; and 
… 
(17) The plan shall provide, with respect to the needs of older individuals with severe 
disabilities, assurances that the State will coordinate planning, identification, 
assessment of needs, and service for older individuals with disabilities with particular 
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attention to individuals with severe disabilities with the State agencies with primary 
responsibility for individuals with disabilities, including severe disabilities, to enhance 
services and develop collaborative programs, where appropriate, to meet the needs of 
older individuals with disabilities. 
(18) The plan shall provide assurances that area agencies on aging will conduct efforts 
to facilitate the coordination of community-based, long-term care services, pursuant to 
section 306(a)(7), for older individuals who— 
(A) reside at home and are at risk of institutionalization because of limitations on their 
ability to function independently; 
(B) are patients in hospitals and are at risk of prolonged institutionalization; or 
(C) are patients in long-term care facilities, but who can return to their homes if 
community-based services are provided to them. 
… 
(23) The plan shall provide assurances that demonstrable efforts will be made— 
(A) to coordinate services provided under this Act with other State services that benefit 
older individuals; 
… 
(25) The plan shall include assurances that the State has in effect a mechanism to 
provide for quality in the provision of in-home services under this title. 
… 
(27) The plan shall provide assurances that area agencies on aging will provide, to the 
extent feasible, for the furnishing of services under this Act, consistent with self-directed 
care. 
28)(A) The plan shall include, at the election of the State, an assessment of how 
prepared the State is, under the State’s statewide service delivery model, for any 
anticipated change in the number of older individuals during the 10-year period following 
the fiscal year for which the plan is submitted. 
(B) Such assessment may include— 
(i) the projected change in the number of older individuals in the State; 
(ii) an analysis of how such change may affect such individuals, including individuals 
with low incomes, individuals with greatest economic need, minority older individuals, 
older individuals residing in rural areas, and older individuals with limited English 
proficiency; 
(iii) an analysis of how the programs, policies, and services provided by the State can 
be improved, including coordinating with area agencies on aging, and how resource 
levels can be adjusted to meet the needs of the changing population of older individuals 
in the State; and 
(iv) an analysis of how the change in the number of individuals age 85 and older in the 
State is expected to affect the need for supportive services. 
 
 


